September 27, 2000
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from this Chamber on Mon-
day, July 25, 2000 when rollcall vote No. 487
was cast and on Tuesday, July 26, 2000 when
rollcall vote No. 493 was cast. Had | been
present in this Chamber at the time these
votes were cast, | would have voted “yes” on
each of them.

———

IN HONOR OF ADAM VENESKI,
PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE’S
FIREHOUSE OF WILLIAMSBURG,
BROOKLYN

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today with my colleague NYDIA
VELAZQUEZ, to pay special tribute to Adam
Veneski, the President of The People’s Fire-
house and a pillar of the Northern Brooklyn
community, who recently passed away.

Mr. Veneski, who in early 1975 was a well-
liked neighborhood grocer in Williamsburg,
Brooklyn, suddenly became a passionate polit-
ical activist after his neighborhood firehouse,
Engine 212, was closed as a result of the
Mayor Abe Beame’s financial cutbacks. Disillu-
sioned by the excessive number of firehouse
closings and concerned for the safety of his
neighbors, Mr. Veneski organized a campaign
against the city government aimed at changing
the Mayor’s mind. Mr. Veneski, using every re-
source he had, however limited, strove to-
wards achieving a single, meaningful goal—to
save Engine 212.

Conceiving one of New York City’'s most
memorable acts of civil disobedience, Mr.
Veneski encouraged neighbors to sleep in the
firehouse on round-the-clock shifts for nearly
eighteen months while holding the fire truck
hostage as a direct message to the city to
keep North Brooklyn’s firehouse open. When
the Mayor ordered his opposition removed, a
deputy fire chief said, “We’re not going to re-
move them, it's the people’s firehouse.” The
name has stuck around since—and so has
Adam Veneski.

Mr. Veneski’'s goal was not only achieved
through his public protests, but it was also re-
alized as a result of his relentless research
into facts that exhibited the necessity of pre-
serving Engine 212. Mr. Veneski became an
expert on fire-related injuries in his neighbor-
hood, pointing out that eight fire-related deaths
had occurred during the eighteen months En-
gine 212 was closed. As a result of the valiant
efforts of Mr. Veneski and his neighbors, En-
gine 212, now known as the People’s Fire-
house, was reopened and the alarming in-
crease in fire deaths in Williamsburg strongly
reduced.

Mr. Veneski, fresh from his triumphal suc-
cess as a community activist and invigorated
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by his role in helping the community, contin-
ued to serve his North Brooklyn neighborhood.
After Engine 212 was reopened as a fully
operational fire station, Mr. Veneski and his
united neighbors formed a community assist-
ance program, the People’s Firehouse, Inc.
(PFI). PFI provides legal outreach and medi-
ation services, language education specialists,
and housing development assistance to the
residents of North Brooklyn. The People’s
Firehouse is celebrating its twenty-fifth year of
public service this year and owes it success to
a kind and personable grocer from Williams-
burg Brooklyn—Adam Veneski.

From simple beginnings and with few re-
sources, Mr. Veneski pioneered a movement
that not only assisted in the improvement of
the lives of those in his community, but
through the preservation of the People’s Fire-
house and his dogged determination, saved
many of those lives as well. North Brooklyn
lost a tenacious advocate with the death of
Adam Veneski. He will be sorely missed.

————

HONORING GEORGE H. WELDON,
SR.

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and congratulate a long-time constituent
of the 15th Congressional District of New York
and certainly a very dear friend, George H.
Weldon, Sr.

On September 28, 2000, George Weldon
will receive the Tenth Annual Samuel DeWitt
Proctor Phoenix Award from the Abyssinian
Development Corporation which is a com-
prehensive community development and
human services organization serving the Har-
lem community.

George Weldon is one of Harlem’s leading
businessmen. He has operated the George H.
Weldon Funeral Home, Inc., a well-respected
family owned funeral business located in Har-
lem, for over forty years.

A committed civic and business leader, Mr.
Weldon is currently a member of various
boards including Empire State Funeral Direc-
tors Association, Metropolitan Funeral Direc-
tors Association, Harlem Junior Tennis
League, and Vice President of LaGuardia Me-
morial House. He also serves as the Secretary
of the Board of the Business Resource and In-
vestment Service Center (BRISC) of the
Upper Manhattan Empowerment Zone.

Active in the Harlem Business Alliance since
1987, he later served two terms as President.
It was during those terms, that he led the or-
ganization into the forefront of economic de-
velopment in Harlem and throughout New
York City.

In 1995, | appointed George Weldon to the
Uptown Partnership where he currently serves
as its Chairman. The Partnership was con-
vened to bring together the diverse business
communities in the Upper Manhattan Em-
powerment Zone. He also serves on the May-
or's Harlem Task Force for Conflict Resolu-
tion.

A native of Harlem, Mr. Weldon served in
the U.S. Army and is an Honorable Dis-
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charged veteran of World War Il and the Ko-
rean Conflict. Upon leaving the Army, he at-
tended the American Academy of Mortuary
Science College where he graduated as a Li-
censed Funeral Director.

George Weldon has received numerous
awards and citations for his service and com-
mitment to the community including the Edu-
cation Alumni Group of City College of New
York (Business Educator of the Year), the
Metropolitan Civic League (Martin Luther King,
Jr. Award), and the New York Urban League
(Building Brick Award).

Mr. Weldon is married and is the father of
two children, both of whom have followed in
his footsteps as Funeral Directors. He is also
the grandfather of five.

In his own words: “Let’s not only leave our
children a legacy of love, but a legacy of eco-
nomic empowerment.”

——————

THE INTRODUCTION OF “THE
MEDICARE, MEDICAID AND SCHIP
BALANCED BUDGET REFINE-
MENT ACT OF 2000’

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
join with my friend and colleague, the Gen-
tleman from Massachusetts, Mr. FRANK, the
entire Massachusetts delegation in the House,
and many of my other colleagues in the
House in introducing the “Medicare, Medicaid,
SCHIP Balanced Budget Refinement Act of
2000.”

Mr. Speaker, in this era of unprecedented
surplus, we must ask the question, “Who’s
surplus is it?” The answer is, “it's the seniors’
surplus.” The legislation we are introducing
today is closely modeled after legislation (S.
3077) recently introduced in the Senate, and
will provide $40 to $50 billion over five years
in additional Medicare and Medicaid payments
to health care providers adversely affected by
the cuts in the 1997 law, including hospitals,
home health agencies, managed care plans,
and nursing homes.

In 1997, seniors in our country were told
that the price tag for Balanced Budget Act was
going to be $115 billion. Even then, the Gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK) and |
thought that price was too high, and that was
one of the principal reasons we voted against
the bill. But today, we find ourselves in a situ-
ation where the actual cost of the BBA is turn-
ing out to be over $200 billion. In addition to
the cost of the BBA doubling, Medicare spend-
ing is down sharply, increasing by just 1.5 per-
cent in FY98, decreasing by 1.0 percent in
FY99, and increasing just 1.5 percent in
FY2000—well below the predicted growth
rates for the program.

Mr. Speaker, we owe our seniors a refund.
That's not too much to ask for the men and
women who built this country. The 1997 Medi-
care cuts have harmed seniors, and | believe
we should give this senior surplus back to the
seniors to pay for their health care programs.

Congress is working on a package of Medi-
care givebacks this year to deal with the most
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